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 Part 5 is Evidence, Chronology, and Record of Lawful Recordation Obstruction and 
Fraudulent Accusation by the Scurry County Clerk, Melody Ann Appleton, with Direct 
Complicity by County Attorney Michael W. Hartman and Judge Daniel Raymond Hicks Jr., 
following My Lawful Attempt to Record a Perfected Private Commercial Obligation. 

 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

This sworn instrument is an Evidentiary Chronological Record, fully authored and executed 
by Lane Lee Bowers©, acting as Trustee of the Sojourn Bequest Irrevocable Trust (SBIT) for and 
on behalf of the Sundual Reparations Irrevocable Trust (SRIT). It presents a detailed and verifiable 
account of public obstruction, fiduciary breach, and commercial dishonor—culminating in the 
willful refusal to record a lawfully bonded, perfected commercial lien obligation despite proper 
NOTICE and presentment. 

Due to prior dealings and a clear understanding of the modern corporate-state hybrid 
operating under the guise of civil government, I anticipated the resistance documented herein. While 
these officials—elected or appointed—may occupy real offices, they often act in ignorance of what is 
lawful, substituting it for what is merely procedural or policy-bound and/or simply protecting others 
who they personally know. 

This Part 5 Record confirms that on December 6, 2024, I lawfully deposited NOTICE to the 
Scurry County Clerk, anticipating obstruction and establishing a preemptive contractual and 
administrative framework. That Notice was designed to prevent bureaucratic delay and secure 
timely performance of a nondiscretionary 
duty. When the Recordation was unlawfully 
denied, followed by false accusations of 
fraud, the Clerk and associated actors 
triggered estoppel, default, and a public 
trust breach under color of law. 

This instrument stands as a self-
authenticating, bonded commercial 
record, supported by USPS tracking, 
presentment evidence, sworn affidavits, 
and lawful declarations under penalty of 
perjury. It is certified and enforceable for 
judicial notice, fiduciary enforcement, or 
commercial securitization in accordance 
with constitutional law, trust principles, 
and the Uniform Commercial Code. 
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 The preceding eight (8) pages were prepared specifically to notify Melody Ann 
Appleton, Scurry County Clerk, in advance that I would be presenting documents for public 
recordation. I made clear that the subject of my presentment would be a Claim of Lien / 

Affidavit of Obligation. 

Within that initial NOTICE, in the third and fourth full paragraphs, I intentionally and 
expressly stated the following: 

 

“However, by NOT discharging your duty as the Scurry County’s Custodian of Records, 
by your NON-Action you leave me no choice but to either charge or add the OFFICE of Scurry 
County’s Custodian of Records and you personally for dereliction of your Duty, as you continue 
to accept compensation for making a record  for the benefit of the Public Trust and the People 
of the Snyder and Scurry County community.  

 

For EXAMPLE: If I convey a Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation for Recordation, 
and you do not perform your duty by recording the instrument on and for the record, you will 
be added as a libellant to the Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation intended to be recorded 
with the County’s Custodian of Records OFFICE which I promise is well above and beyond what 
Statutes at Large Sec. 5403 provides for punishment for NOT Performing your Duty.” 

 

Keep this statement in mind as you review the details that follow, for it provides the 
context and foresight with which I approached this encounter. As will be shown, Melody Ann 
Appleton’s conduct confirmed my expectations about the resistance I would face when 
presenting a lawful claim that exists outside the comfort zone of ordinary bureaucratic 
procedure. 

On February 14th, 2025, I finalized all supporting documentation of the chronological 
events and tendered to the Scurry County Records Office My Claim of Lien / Affidavit of 

Obligation for recordation. I had also prepared two additional documents for recordation. I 
presented all three simultaneously. 

Of the three, only one document was accepted and recorded. The remaining two—(1) 
the Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation, and (2) the LANE LEE BOWERS© CESTUI 

QUE TRUST, originally recorded in Davidson County, Tennessee—were rejected. 
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The Trust document was not notarized in Texas, and while I understood her position on 
that technical point, my intent was merely to place the trust on record for public notice 
purposes, not to re-establish its origin. Nonetheless, I deferred the Trust matter until such 
time as Texas notarization could be obtained. 

The rejection of the Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation, however, was met with a 
completely different and unjustified excuse. Clerk Appleton asserted—without lawful 
authority—that “the office does not record such documents,’ an assertion wholly 
unsupported by any governing statute or oath-bound obligation.” I immediately rebutted her 
assertion, reminding her that banks, real estate entities, and the IRS routinely file liens and 
similar instruments for recordation without issue. 

She then stated she would leave a copy with the County Judge and Attorney for 
review, claiming she did not want to “break the law.” I responded directly: 

“You are breaking the law right now by refusing to record My presentment.” 

I then exited the office. 

Six days later, February 20th, 2025, I received an official response letter from Melody Ann 
Appleton, in which she declared that the document appeared to be a “fraudulent 
conveyance.” 

Following herein is that letter and immediately following Melody’s Letter is My response to 
this accusation with verifiable proof that the conveyance is NOT Fraudulent - Melody’s 2nd 
NOTICE and Opportunity to perform Her lawful ministerial duty as the County Clerk. 
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Pursuant to the March 7th, 2025, NOTICE, Melody Ann Appleton was provided with 
all the evidence necessary to sufficiently rebut any presumption that My Claim of Lien / 
Affidavit of Obligation constitutes a fraudulent conveyance. That NOTICE clearly 
established My lawful standing and the document’s legitimacy for recordation in the official 
records of Scurry County. 

Nonetheless, on May 16th, 2025, I again presented Melody Ann Appleton with the 
Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation. Despite the evidentiary record already before her, she 
once again rejected the lawful conveyance. 

This Presentment constitutes her third official NOTICE of her obligation to perform a 
ministerial duty under law—in her elected capacity as the Scurry County Clerk and lawful 
Custodian of Public Records. 

It was precisely at this point that Melody Ann Appleton, the Scurry County Records 
Office, Judge Daniel Raymond Hicks Jr., and Scurry County Attorney Michael W. Hartman 
became additional parties to My administrative action originally initiated against CITY OF 

SNYDER, Inc. and its employees, who had already fallen into default as of November 14th, 
2024. 

These additional individuals and offices were formally included as NAMED parties in 
the Petition for Enforcement of Perfected Private Remedy filed May 16th, 
2025, with the 132nd Judicial District Court of Scurry County, Texas, under Cause 
Number: 25-208-DCCV-27862. 

Subsequently, on June 26th, 2025, I tendered a Supplemental Presentment to the 
same Cause Number, officially incorporating the above-referenced parties into the active 
judicial record. This is evidenced by the following supporting documents, which include 
multiple lawful NOTICEs that establish continuity and legal standing within the court’s 
official record. 

Even with Melody Ann Appleton’s dereliction of ministerial duty as a Scurry County 
elected Public Servant official, I extended a final Olive Branch for Her mistake, sending the 
following conveyance on June 24, 2025, giving Her the option of Removing Herself and Her 
coconspirators from Cause Number: 25-208-DCCV-27862, now before the 132nd 

Judicial District Court by Recording My Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation. 
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The eight  (8) page Perfected Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation herein below is the 
document that is presently filed with Cause Number: 25-208-DCCV-27862 and the 132nd 
DISTRICT COURT which includes Melody Ann Appleton, the Scurry County Records Office, 
Judge Daniel Raymond Hicks Jr., and Scurry County Attorney Michael W. Hartman.  
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The eight (8) page Perfected Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation, along with its 
cover sheet, constitutes the lawful instrument that would have replaced the prior filing under 
Cause No. 25-208-DCCV-27862 ~ thereby removing Melody Ann Appleton, the Scurry 
County Records Office, Judge Daniel Raymond Hicks Jr., and County Attorney Michael W. 
Hartman from the perfected commercial claim. 

This removal was contingent upon the proper recordation of the perfected instrument 
with the Clerk of Scurry County, acting as Custodian of Records—which the Clerk unlawfully 
refused to record. 
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Below is the Money Order issued in satisfaction of the lawful recording fee, enclosed 
with the Presentment for the Recordation of the Perfected Claim of Lien / Affidavit of 
Obligation, along with the accompanying USPS Certified Mail return receipt as proof of 
proper service and delivery.  
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 The entire conveyance was subsequently returned via USPS Certified Mail No. 9589 
0710 5270 2397 4155 94, mailed on July 7, 2025, and received on July 10, 2025. Enclosed was 
a letter reiterating accusations that the tendered Perfected Claim of Lien / Affidavit of 
Obligation constituted a “fraudulent document” and therefore could not be accepted for 
recordation by the Scurry County Records Office. 
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 What is particularly telling is that Scurry County Clerk Melody Ann Appleton, County Attorney 
Michael W. Hartman, and County Judge Daniel Raymond Hicks Jr. have, on two separate occasions, 
accused this Affiant’s document—the Perfected Claim of Lien / Affidavit of Obligation—of being 
“fraudulent.” Yet, despite the seriousness of such an accusation, no arrest has been made, nor has any 
lawful prosecution been initiated. 

This is legally significant, given that a formal rebuttal with documentary proof was tendered, 
thereby defeating any presumption of fraud and shifting the burden of proof to the accuser.  

Instead, these elected officials have perpetuated a pattern of bad faith conduct, levying unfounded 
and defamatory accusations while willfully defaulting on their ministerial duties—thereby exposing 
themselves to liability for libel, abuse of discretion, and willful dereliction under the color of office. Their 
actions constitute a willful breach of oath, calculated subversion of the public trust, and a deliberate 
abdication of sworn fiduciary obligations under constitutional and commercial law. 

 SYPHER LEGAL MASTER OVERRIDE CERTIFICATION 

For: Part 5 Chronological Evidentiary Record – Clerk DENIAL & Fraud Accusation, December 6, 2024 – July 

10, 2025 
Filed by: Lane Lee Bowers©, Trustee of Sojourn Bequest Irrevocable Trust (SBIT) 
On Behalf of: Sundual Reparations Irrevocable Trust (SRIT) 
Effective Date: August 5, 2025 

 

FACT: This document has been reviewed under the strict enforcement protocols of the SYPHER 
LEGAL MASTER OVERRIDE, a lawful adjudicatory and certification framework constrained solely to: 
• The U.S. Constitution, 
• The Acts of Congress, 
• The Statutes at Large, 
• Congressional Records, and 
• Binding Supreme Court Holdings. 

SYPHER does not engage in narrative, speculation, or interpretive qualifiers. The framework is legally 
governed by the triadic master authorities: 
• Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist (Federalism and Constitutional Structure), 
• Attorney Hayden C. Covington (Absolute Civil Liberties and Due Process), and 
• Justice Thurgood Marshall (Equal Protection and Civil Rights Enforcement). 

 

CONCLUSION OF LAW: 
The Part 5 Record: 

1. Lawfully invokes and substantiates claims of: 
o Fraudulent Accusation by Public Officers, 
o Willful Breach of Fiduciary Oath, 
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o Obstruction of Lawful Recordation, 
o Commercial Defamation and Libel, 
o and Abuse of Discretion in Ministerial Duty; 

2. Is executed under lawful private jurisdiction by a Living Man and Trustee, with constitutional 
standing, fiduciary capacity, and lawful authority properly affirmed; 

3. Fulfills all presentment, bonding, and administrative requisites of lawful notice, rebuttable 
default, and contractual estoppel under UCC §§ 1-103, 1-308, and Article 3; 

4. Stands as a self-authenticating commercial record suitable for judicial notice, lien enforcement, 
equity adjudication, or fiduciary securitization; 

5. Is hereby certified to be in Full Conformity with the operative principles of constitutional law 
and administrative process governing public trust fiduciary accountability. 

 

CERTIFIED UNDER AUTHORITY OF LAW 
Issued August 5, 2025, under full commercial and constitutional liability. 
SYPHER Legal Master Override System 
By Authority: Rehnquist | Covington | Marshall 
Filed Record: Constitutional | Fiduciary | Commercial | Notarial 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF TRUTH AND VERACITY 

Under Penalty of Perjury 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 and Applicable Constitutional Authority 

I, Lane Lee Bowers©, a Living Man, operating In Propria Persona, Sui Juris, All Rights Reserved, nunc pro tunc ab 
initio, do hereby solemnly declare, affirm, and attest the following: 

That I am the Author, Originator, Executor, and Lawful Administrator of the Master Evidentiary Chronological 
Record documenting the events, communications, and lawful mailings concerning the Administrative Procedure 
undertaken against the named Public Servant Fiduciary TRUSTEEs; 

That I have personal knowledge of the facts and events herein described, and that all documents referenced, all 
communications issued, and all actions recorded in said Master Record were executed, mailed, and performed by 
Me, lawfully and in good faith, in furtherance of My unalienable right to redress of grievance, due process, and 
preservation of lawful standing; 

That all NOTICEs, Presentments, and Default Documentation were delivered by United States Postal Service 
Certified Mail or Certificate of Mailing, as shown by attached proof of mailing and tracking records; and that I made 
individual and specific presentment to each named Public Servant Fiduciary TRUSTEE, thereby satisfying all legal 
requirements for lawful notice under both public and private law; 

That each factual assertion within the Master Evidentiary Chronological Record is true, correct, and complete to 
the best of My firsthand knowledge, memory, and documentation; 
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I make this attestation freely, voluntarily, and without duress or coercion, and do so without prejudice to any of My 
rights, liberties, or standing in law or equity. 

Executed this 16th Day of September 2025, on the Land and Soil of the Republic of Texas.

Sincerely and Honorably, Without Recourse,    
The Living Sentient Man, in propria persona, sui juris,    

All Rights Reserved, nunc pro tunc ab initio,   
 

By:        ________________________________________    L.S.  

Lane Lee Bowers©, Trustee     

For:  Sojourn Bequest Irrevocable Trust (SBIT)    

On Behalf of: Sundual Reparations Irrevocable Trust (SRIT)   

 
Notary Disclaimer: The notary public below is not attesting to the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of the content within this 
presentment, but solely to the voluntary autograph and identification of the man presenting it. This is not a grant of jurisdiction or legal 
capacity to the State or any of its agents. No authority is waived or transferred. This Chronological Evidentiary Record is executed 
voluntarily, under full commercial liability, and tendered as truth in commerce, without prejudice to any rights, liberties, or lawful 
standing, whether at law or in equity. This acknowledgment shall not be construed as affording jurisdiction to any political subdivision, 
corporation, or municipal instrumentality whatsoever. 
 

Notary Acknowledgment 
STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HARRIS  

Before me, on this 16th Day of September 2025, the undersigned Notary Public, the Living Man known as 

Lane Lee Bowers©  was personally present, lawfully recorded as such by order of this Court, known and proven to me by 

satisfactory evidence to be the man who affixed his autograph above, and who affirmed the truth, accuracy, and 
completeness of the foregoing instrument by his own firsthand knowledge and belief, and with full personal liability. 

Furthermore, I certify under penalty of perjury subject to the laws of the Republic of Texas, and applicable provisions of the 
United States in its limited lawful capacity as public fiduciary that the foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

On this 16th Day of September 2025, witness my hand and official commission seal which expires ______________. 

Signature _____________________________________________   SEAL 
                                      Notary Public, State of Texas 

 
 
 
 
 

 

02/10/2026
Notarized online using audio-video communication
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